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Sheweth, That the Trade carried on under the protection
and within the Dependencies of that post is of the utmost
importance to this province, as it comprehends nearly three-
fifths of the whole of the Upper Country Trade and is ex-
tended over a Tract of Country reaching from the Latitude
of 39° S. on the Mississippi to the North and West of Hud-
son’s Bay in the Latitude of 60° Degrees —

That the Indians who occupy this vast tract of Country
are of fierce and Warlike dispositions and unfortunately
for the Traders, they are at present engaged in a cruel war
with one another, which not only prevents them from hunt-
ing but exposes the Traders to great danger of their lives or
the loss of their property when met by the war parties,
whether in the course of the voyage or when in their Win-
ter Habitations.

That some attempts have keen made to reconcile the jar-
ring Nations, and at times the Traders when on the spot
have so far succeeded as to keep them in Peace for a sea-
son; the good effects whereof were not less esteemed by the
Indians than beneficial to the Traders as by that means
the Indians remained unmolested on their respective win-
tering grounds which naturally produced a considerable
degree of success & advantage to the Merchant, but
lately the disputes of those Nations have arose to a height
above the power of the Traders, assisted by the officer
commanding at Michilimakinac to control or appease,
in consequence whereof the Trade has suffered greatly
and unless some remedy is applied in time there is reason
to fear the loss of a considerable part of that valuable
branch of Commerce, in particular the whole of that
carried on upon the Mississippi from the Illinois to its
source —

Your Memorialists pray such aid and relief in the prem-
ises as to you may seem meet, respectfully suggesting the
expedient of proper persons being employed to bring about
a peace which no doubt will require considerable presents,
but at same time will be greatly facilitated by the name
of Sir John Johnson; a name well known amongst the In-



